
 Choir School News
A Newsletter for Alumni & Friends of Saint Thomas Choir School

 From the Headmaster:
As we enter our 90th year, we have reached a milestone in terms of both 
achievement and participation. Caught up in the midst of the ensuing economic 
recession, many people around the country are safeguarding their wealth and 
putting a brake on their spending. With business failures being talked about 
right, left and center, experts have labeled the immediate fi nancial outlook 
for non-profi t organizations as the “perfect storm.” One would only expect 
donations to the Choir School to be drying out. I am delighted to report the 
contrary. The bleak economic prospect has not deterred our donors from 
digging deeper into their pockets and hearts and sending in those all-
important funds that enable us to carry out our mission. I hope that the 
photos and articles featured in this edition will help you feel justifi ably 
proud about what you have helped to make possible, and that others will be 
motivated to follow your example.

It pleases me a great deal that more and more alumni and friends are involving themselves in the life of the school. 
I am deeply indebted to your strong and generous response to our various appeals sent out over the past months.
The class of ’73 has risen to the challenge of achieving 100% donation participation in the funding of Camp 
Incarnation. We hope that other year groups will be motivated to follow in their footsteps! Similarly, the class of 
’83 played a valuable role in the Alumni Reunion held last November by organizing the raffl e which alone raised 
$2120. Almost all current parents have selfl essly donated toward the Camp Fund. The Choir School Faculty 
achieved 100% participation in the Camp Incarnation appeal which just goes to prove how committed our 
members of staff are to our traditions. 

We always try to ensure that we offer the boys the highest quality of educational and extra-curricular opportunities, 
but this is only made possible through your generosity. 

Participation, of course, extends beyond monetary gifts and many have contributed powerfully in other ways. Over 
the month of December, parents have devoted much time to baking cakes for our bake sales held after the 11am 
Sunday church services. Each sale has generated an average of
$1300 and our tables have been cleared! Our alumni too have
contributed handsomely during our reunion events, both in
monetary terms and gift donations of other kinds such as raffl e
or auction prizes. 

Your continued participation and support go to show that the Saint
Thomas community is one of great solidarity and selfl essness. I do
encourage you to get involved and enjoy the special occasions that
fi ll our school calendar over the next few months. 

 Charles F. Wallace
Headmaster

W
in

te
r 2

00
9

 IN THIS ISSUE
From the Headmaster

Alumni Reunion Event
Thanks to…

News From Faculty and Staff
Alumni and Families Support

Philadelphia Orchestra
Alumni Notes
Photo Gallery

Welcome New Teachers
Girl Chorister Course

Interview with New Athletic Director
News from the School



2

Left: Everyone joins together once 
more to sing the school hymn

Below: Members of the Alumni 
embrace as they reminisce

Opening Comments

Amongst our archives I’ve found a folder dated 1918.  In it is 
the work of Mr. Dobson, Mr. Steele and Mr. Stires during their 
efforts to found the Choir School.  The folder contains lists of 
prospective donors written on the backs of envelopes and scraps 
of paper. It also contains letters written to the prospects and re-
sponses received from their solicitations.

One responder called their proposal “an unnecessary experi-
ment while our young boys are dying across the water,” but by 
and large, there are brief, simple words of “thank you for your 
invitation” – “I accept” – “I pledge” – “I commit.” Even in a 
time when unspeakable horrors were taking place, there were so 
many people who had faith and held fi rm in leading their parish 
to a new mission. 

They – not their money – are our legacy; many accomplishing 
what one or a few could not.  How appropriate that our founding 
was not by a soloist donor, but a chorus of giving from many. 

Each boy who has been educated at Saint Thomas Choir School 
has benefi ted from the chorus of donors. Those listed in the 1918 
folder had successors who continued their philanthropy – you 
see, philanthropy is not an amount of money, but how and why 
someone gives.  

Philanthropy is our graduate attending an Ivy League school on 
scholarship and loans.  He received our Alumni Scholarship ap-
peal last year and sent $50 because, “I wouldn’t be here if it 
weren’t for St. Thomas.”

Philanthropy is our alumnus who sends a $10 money order from 
the Groton School store, saying “I got my fi rst paycheck from 
the school coffee shop and I thought the school should have part 
of it.”

And so, the chorus of giving continues.  You – the proud alumni 
of Saint Thomas Choir School – are this legacy.  Please join us 
by sending your gift today.

by Director of Admission & Alumni Relations, Ruth Cobb

Alumni Reunion • November 2008
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ALUMNI REUNION EVENT 
On November 8th and 9th, the school held an Alumni Reunion to celebrate its 90th Anniversary. We were delighted to welcome back 
into the school 34 alumni and guests. Over the course of the weekend, the alumni present at the event donated just over $7,000 which 
was designated for the Camp Incarnation Fund, setting us on target to reach our $30,000 before year end.

     Saturday Events
The reunion started at Saint Thomas Church where alumni gathered to hear John Scott’s organ 
recital. The recital was the fourth of six recitals he gave to perform the complete organ music 
of Olivier Messiaen (1908 – 1992) marking his centenary year. Messiaen was one of the most 
infl uential 20th C. composers, and his legacy for the organ is considerable. 
After the service, alumni and guests made their way to the school and congregated in the library 
where they enjoyed some pre-dinner drinks. They were prepped about the raffl e which would take 
place after our delicious dinner prepared by our wonderful kitchen team.  Ruth Cobb, Director of 
Alumni Relations, spoke to the assembled and urged them to continue the rich legacy of giving.  
[See comments in related article entitled “Opening Comments from the Director of Admission 
and Alumni Relations”]

We were lucky enough to have a variety of prizes in the Auction of Articles and Promises, some 
of which were auctioned off live and others in a silent auction. Fred Jillson,’49, contributed 
tremendously by donating his own pieces of art. His etchings raised several hundred dollars for 
the Camp Fund. Julian Wachner, ’83, also donated a signed selection of his CDs. Thanks also go

      to our kitchen staff, headed by Heidi Thomas, who not only prepared the glorious food but also 
     donated a custom made cake to the highest bidder. Having just eaten a mouth-watering tasty 
chocolate souffl é, it is hardly surprising that this item sold at $200! Other notable bids included Chad Newsome, ’81, winning seats 
in the racks for a Saint Thomas Choir evensong, John Kazie for the singing telegram, and $125 from John Lawes, ’83, for a school 
fl eece. The auction alone raised $2120!

We were very privileged to have Joel Flashman, the school’s French teacher from 1974 to 1997, as our guest speaker who committed 
himself to the long journey from West to East Coast to join 
us for the event. Joel humored his audience with his fondest 
and severest memoirs of school life (although he cleverly 
kept us on tenterhooks as to what his fondest memories 
were until the end of his speech!). His wry and self-
referential humor about his misdemeanors had the audience 
in stitches. His examples of boarding school life back in the 
day painted a wonderful picture of the colorful personality 
of Joel Flashman.

Sunday Events
The alumni got off to an early start on Sunday morning 
when they listened to the choir sing the Fauré Requiem 
at Saint Thomas Church. Following the service, everyone 
returned to the Choir School where they enjoyed yet 
another gourmet meal prepared by Heidi’s kitchen team. 
This meal gave them the necessary sustenance to get them through the energetic rehearsal with John Scott and the choir of men and 
boys. The service evoked some powerful memories of singing in times past and was greatly enjoyed by all. 

Comments from the Alumni:

Matthew Feldman, ’05 ~ “Not only was the Sunday Evensong one of the most nostalgic moments of recent memory, I got to work
 on my countertenor chops – always a good thing.”

Tom Schreppler, ’74 ~ “I particularly enjoyed the fellowship of the evening meal. Mr. Flashman’s remarks were a wonderful 
look back at the previous 30 years. I believe, as a whole the weekend bound all those attending into a closer and more connected 
fellowship. I can’t wait for the next Alumni event.”

“After a year, the night phone desk was stopped for budgetary 
reasons. It was decided that the faculty would take turns on a 

rotating schedule to answer the school phone from 12 midnight 
’til 8am. Mr. Clem felt that your families needed to have access 
to the school at any hour of the night. On one of my nights of 

duty, a call came in from Arizona at 2am waking me from a sound 
sleep [from a mother] thinking NY was 3 hours behind… Then I 
couldn’t fall back to sleep. I tried everything: a shot of whiskey, 

a hot bath, a mug of hot milk. Nothing worked. At the faculty 
meeting the next morning, I declared I couldn’t be a part of this 
rotation. “Take my phone away.” (I had my own private phone 

anyway). I told the faculty all the details…everyone’s face turned 
beet red holding back their laugh (I think Mr. Clem was shaking 

from embarrassment).” ~Joel Flashman

Mr. Flashman in the middle of his 
entertaining  speech
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Alumni and families support Wachner’s debut with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra.
On December 14, 2008 Julian Wachner, ’83 conducted the Philadelphia Orchestra in Handel’s Messiah, the most popular piece 
of classical Christmas music. The performance took place in Verizon Hall, an impressive auditorium inside the Kimmel Center, in 

Broad Street Philadelphia. This splendid building took 4 years and countless 
visits to opera houses around the globe to build and perfect this acoustically 
sound audition shaped like a cello. 

Five former alumni (Chuck Soltis, ’52, Sean Mullen, ’81, Marshall 
Whinney, ’82, Robert Timmons, ’84, Nathan Holst, ’99) and their 
partners rallied their support and gathered in the Kimmel Center to watch the 
performance. We were also supported by Anne and Tom Fuller Warf, parents 
of Ahren, ’93 and Bryan ’96, who have been fans of Julian’s for some time, 
Ahren’s last solo was actually a piece written by the maestro himself! 

Julian is one of North America’s most prominent and versatile musicians. 
He is sought-after both as conductor and composer. He has performed all over the continent and works as associate professor of 
music at the Schulich School of Music at McGill University in Montreal, where he also serves as principal conductor of the McGill 
opera. Julian handpicked the four soloists: soprano Sarah Coburn, alto Laura Vlasak, tenor William Hite and bass David Kavitz. 
The Philadelphia singers, composed of professional singers and talented volunteers under the leadership of David Hayes, made up 
the chorus. 

After the performance, The Rev. Sean E. Mullen, ’81, invited alumni 
and guests of the school back to his beautiful rectory located in the city 
center for drinks and nibbles. The rectory set the scene for an evening 
of reminiscing, banter and laughs.

“Orchestral introductions to fugal passages 
were skillfully phrased to telegraph the meaning 

to come. Individual fugal voices were initially 
infl ected to consolidate that poetic meaning. From 

there, Wachner built the music, line by line, as 
an architectural edifi ce, serving both the music’s 
emotional and more purely aesthetic elements.”

~ Quotes from Philly.com 
(Journalist David Patrick Stearns)

“[F]ew conductors have drawn such focused, 
committed and meticulous music-making from 

the Philadelphia Singers Chorale as Julian 
Wachner, who has extensive choral experience 
in Boston and had a better-defi ned viewpoint 

than some higher-profi le conductors who 
have taken on the piece here.” 

~ Quotes from Philly.com 
(Journalist David Patrick Stearns)

ABOVE: Nathan Holst, ’99, 
Chuck Soltis, ’52, Julian Wachner, 
’83, Sean E. Mullen, ’81, Robert 
Timmons, ’84 share a moment 
together in Fr. Mullen’s rectory. 
LEFT: The impressive Verizon 
Hall auditorium
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Alumni are encouraged to update their profi les on the Alumni 
Web Site, www.choirschool.org; then select “Alumni” from the 
left menu.  You will be asked to register on your fi rst visit.   A 
sampling of news from across the decades:

Gunther Schuller, ’40, is being honored by the Boston Symphony 
with a weekend of premiere performances of his Where the World 
Ends composition held from February 5 through February 9. 
Performances will take place in Boston and New York. For more 
details on the concert, please visit the Boston Symphony web site 
www.bso.org.

Brent Fisher, ‘53, sent Christmas greetings from the Canary 
Islands, where he has joined the team of the Tourist Pastorate for 
the winter.  His major responsibilities are putting together and 
directing a Gospel choir and working with the German Roman 
Catholic priest to establish an ecumenical ministry in Mogan.

Alan Bray, ’62, has “been found” through the alumni web site.  
Classmates are encouraged to look him up.

John Oppman ’67, is living in Michigan and has updated his 
information via the web site.

Michael Geary, ’70, recently updated his page on the alumni web 
site, and writes that he looks forward to an alumni gathering in 
Washington, D.C. in late April.

Thomas Carroll, ‘88, looks forward to the choir’s concert at 
Calvary Church, Pittsburgh, in March.  Tom not only lives in the 
area, he sings with the Calvary choir.

Daniel Rhudy, ’92, and his new wife, Jennifer, are living in Iowa, 
where Daniel is a woodworker with Ramseycreek Woodworks. 

Karl Boulware, ’94, is living in Alabama and looks forward to 
having lunch at the Choir School on a future visit.  On the Saturday 
after Christmas, he and Ahren Warf, ’93, returned to help with the 
soup kitchen.

Christiaan Heijmen, ’94, and his wife, Linzy, were married in 
July 2008 and have moved to the New York area.  He writes, “It is 
wonderful to be back in the city and be able to be more a part of the 
school I loved so much after being away for so long. In other news, 
I had coffee with John Lee a few days ago and he is doing well, 
plus RJ and Jaime moved back to the city—all very cool...

Peter Danner, ’95, was called to the Ontario bar this past June 
and is currently working as an associate at Fraser Milner Casgrain 
LLP in Toronto, a full-service business law fi rm with offi ces across 
Canada.

Dylan McKeon, ‘98, was promoted to Offi ce Manager at Singer, 
Weisberger & Associates and looks forward to starting a Master’s 
program in Accounting.

Daniel Tannenbaum, ’98, is living in Los Angeles and forming a 
life around music.

Nathan Fivecoat, ’00, has moved to Minnesota to start a job 
with AmeriCorps LEAP Initiative, which works with helping 
preschool-age children prepare for kindergarten.  He hopes to 
return to graduate school and continue study in Music Theory.

Greg Larsen, ’02, spent last summer living in Montana conducting 
bat research as well as other adventures. He will spend several 
weeks in China this summer on a study tour and then join a group 
of ten select students to continue bat research at the University of 
Georgia.

Andrew Cobb, ’03, is working toward a double major in 
International Politics and History with a minor in Religion at 
Hobart College.  He will put his Arabic skills to work on a summer 
trip to Egypt studying the challenges of economic development in 
a middle income country.  

Patrick Balling ,’05, is a senior at Henry Clay High School in 
Lexington Kentucky. He is currently busy fi nishing off university 
applications and plans on majoring in either Civil Engineering 
or Business. In the past year, Patrick has been nominated for 
the National Youth Leadership Forum (NYLF) due to his merits 
in the classroom, and as a result has been offered the chance to 
travel to China or Australia. He maintains a busy sports timetable 
playing quarterback for the football team and also enjoys playing 
lacrosse. He also continues to sing in the school chorus as well 
as at Christ Church Cathedral where his father is the organist and 
choirmaster. 

Finn Brennan-Arffmann, ’08, has settled into school at Walter 
Payton College Prep in downtown Chicago.  He is busy with the 
Debate and Math teams, playing soccer and tennis and continues 
music with piano lessons and singing with the school choir as well 
as the male a cappella group.

Alumni Notes
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Memory Lane
Refl ections from Pierce Foster, ’46
I do recall many of my classmates like Paul Watkeys. I also noted 
Mary Elizabeth Mullan’s entry in the recent newsletter, and if 
memory serves, she was a granddaughter of Dr. Roelif Brooks and 
a very pretty young lady that many of the choristers really enjoyed 
having close by.  I, too, have many fond memories as well as some 
not-too-fond. Among the latter was at one breakfast being forced to 
eat bananas which I, to this day, have a tough time digesting! More 
fond than otherwise, and some funny times too – like me being 
the center on the football team at what was probably about 85 lbs. 
soaking wet! At each snap of the ball, the defender promptly pulled 
me face fi rst in to the dirt! 

I remember exactly where I was standing when the radio 
announced FDR’s passing. I remember the concert in Central Park 
to celebrate VE Day. I also recall the many days spent exploring 
the rocky areas of the Park. One of my favorites was when I sang 
my fi rst solo in that magnifi cent church; boy, was I nervous. Dr. 
Candlyn was a great teacher, and very patient with all of us.

I still have a picture on the wall in my home offi ce that includes 
Bill Mead, Eddie Draffi n, Andre Pierre, Paul Watkeys and others. 
I believe that included both ’45 and ’46 grads. Bill, Eddie, Andre 
and I all went on to Trinity-Pawling School and wound up playing 
on their soccer team. And, I am still in touch with guys like Don 
Boatner and Doug Daugherty (who also went to T-P).

Thank you for affording me some time to refl ect back; they were 
fun years.

Departed Alumni
Daniel Royce ’48, brother of Robert Royce, ’44, has been in 
touch with the school to confi rm that Robert died July 2007.

Roger Nott, son of the late John Cornish Nott, ’30 has been in 
touch with the school to update records of his father’s class, noting 
three of the graduates went on to Hotchkiss School, CT.

Norman Lebhar, ’50, died on April 17, 2008. Receiving a BA 
from Columbia University, he went on to become an Independent 
Broker in the insurance business dealing in life insurance and 
mutual funds. His hobbies included a great love for golf and 
tennis. He lived with his wife Barbara in Hurley, New York. He 
had four brothers, one of whom was Bob Lebhar, ’53, who also 
attended St. Thomas. Bob predeceased his brother Norman. His 
cousin, James Weaver, ’50, also attended St. Thomas at the same 
time as Norman making the Choir School a truly welcoming 
family for him. Norman’s obituary was included in the NY Times 
on April 20th , 2008 labeling him as a “man of inÞ nite jest.” The 
obituary nicely summed up his outlook on life: “Asked only that 
life be fun, surrounded by friends, family and a good party. He 
preferred the company of anyone that was nice, as well as dogs, 
Shakespeare, a Times crossword and a tall scotch.” Norman leaves 
his wife Barbara and all his family to “keep the party going.”

Richard Adams, ’58, died at his home as a result of a fall from 
a ladder August, 2008.  Following graduation from the Choir 
School, Richard went to St. Paul’s School, Concord, and then 
received a Bachelor’s from Columbia University.  He went on to 
earn Ed.M. from Harvard.  He taught French, Latin, Spanish and 
Asian Studies and coached cross-country, soccer and fencing.  
After completion of a JD from Emory University, he practiced 
civil litigation and settled in Ridgefi eld, CT.  Richard’s brother 
Larry recalled that Richard was very proud of his association 
with St. Thomas and felt that they were formative years for him. 
Throughout his life, Richard credited the Choir School with 
providing a secure academic and spiritual base on which he built 
his future years and he lived out his gratitude by acting as a Class 
Agent and through his donations. His presence was sorely missed 
at the November reunion. Richard’s family recalled that he sang 
the solos in Franck’s mass under William Self’s direction and that 
they still have the recording. Richard is survived by two daughters: 
Elizabeth and Catherine, a twin, Lawrence and brother, Wilton.  

Remember When…
Were you around in the Easter of 1996 when the 
church notice board displayed “Britten’s Rejoice in 
the Lamp” for the Solemn Evensong Service?!! ??
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The Year So Far in Photos
The Classroom: (Left to right) 5th Grade hard at work during Art Class; 
Ryan, Marcus and Noel pose with their invention in 3rd and 4th grade class; 
4th Grade in History Class enjoying a moment with their teacher Ms. 
Benbenek 

Halloween: (Top to Bottom) Ms. Fisher and 
Dr. Gilbert mingle in costume amongst the boys; 
Sidney (NJ) and Justin (NJ) enjoy their new personae; 
Calvin (NY), Andrew (MD) and Ryoan (NC) arrive at 
the party; The boys participate in The Limbo

The Students’ 
Formal Meal: 
(Top to Bottom) 
Matthäus (NY), Ryan 
(NJ), Olajuwon (IL), 
Jan-Carlos (NY) and 
Vincent (NJ); Simon 
(NY), Ryoan (NC), 
Chris (NY), Ben (CT) 
and Alex (NY) enjoy 
pre-dinner drinks 
and nibbles at the 
Formal Meal held in 
November
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The Great Outdoors: (Left) The 
probationers and acolyte Matthew (MA)  
take some time out in Ridgewood, NJ while 
the choir rehearses for a concert; (Below) Ben 
(CT), Daniel (CT) and Matthew (CT) enjoy 
the Family Day at Bear Mountain in October

The School at Christmas: (Top to Bottom) 
The boys pose next to the Christmas tree in the 
library; The probationers get to work on decorating 
Heidi’s ginger breadmen; Matthew (CT), Olajuwon 
(IL), Noel (NY), Grant (PA) and Vincent (NJ) pose 
with their ginger breadmen

Concert Preparation: 
(Top to Bottom) Rehearsal before the Messiah concert in 
November; The boys leave the choir room and make 
their way to the stage
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Michael Rose, Math
Michael joins us from the Eagle Rock School in Estes Park, Colorado. Michael studied his B.A in International 
Business and Economics at Asbury College, Kentucky. He then went on to get his Masters in International Education 
teaching at Framingham State College in Massachusetts while teaching internationally. Michael has fully integrated 
himself into school life by working full time and living at the school. 

Delia Geter, French
The school is delighted to welcome Delia Geter, a native of France, who has brought an element of authenticity into 
the French classroom. Delia has a policy of 100% French speaking during her lessons. She studied History of Art at 
the University of Paris X, and also gained a degree in Cinema and Audiovisual at the University Paris VII. Delia is a 
hands-on teacher who uses a mixture of techniques including song to reach out to the students. She is also studying 
alternative therapy part time in the city.

John Lee, Latin
We are pleased to welcome John Lee to the faculty. John is currently studying towards his PhD in Ancient History at 
Yale University. His interests lie in Roman religion, Roman law and Early Christianity. He is writing his dissertation 
on the topic of religious transgression in the Roman World.
 
Nathan Holst, Physical Education
A former student of the school, Nathan fully re-immersed himself back into school life by taking on a full time post as 
our PE teacher. Nathan studied Elementary Education and Theater at Rhode Island College. Having met Fr. Wallace 
during a camp excursion in Connecticut last summer, Nathan made it known that were the opportunity to present itself 
he would return to Saint Thomas Choir School in a heartbeat. Nathan has many interests including Martial Arts, self-
defense, and rock climbing, all of which come in handy when defending himself in PE classes! 

Fifth Anniversary of Girl Chorister Course
The Choir School’s Girl Chorister Course will take place this 
summer for the fi fth year. The course offers gifted girl singers 
a nine day choral experience parallel to that enjoyed by the 
boys during the academic terms. Girls are accepted upon 
recommendation of their Choir Directors who ensure that 
they arrive with a sound knowledge of the notes, guaranteeing 
a fulfi lling and all-around positive experience. 

The course was begun in cooperation with area choir 
directors who sought an advanced level summer opportunity 
exclusively for girls.  With the support of John Scott, Organist 
and Director of Music, and the cooperation of Choir School 
staff, the course was founded.  The challenging program 
gathers 40 girls from across the country and offers them a 
demanding but rewarding schedule. In the space of one week, 
they prepare two treble evensongs and the Sunday service 
singing alongside the men of the Saint Thomas Choir of men 
and boys.  A Broadway show and other Manhattan amusements provide rest and recreation for the group.

Sarah MacDonald of Selwyn College, Cambridge, leads rehearsal.

We are delighted to welcome four new teachers to 
Saint Thomas Choir School. 
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To mark the fi fth year of the course, a 
piece has been commissioned by Forest 
Warren in the honor of 
Margarete Peterson, for her support 
of musical endeavors, especially 
those involving young persons, in
choral music.  Mr. Warren is a 
prominent choral director in North
Carolina who has referred boys and
girls to the Choir School programs.  
The choral work will be composed 
by the young American composer, 
Joel Martinson, who is Director of Music 
at the Church of the Transfi guration, 
Texas.  

This year’s course will be directed by 
Ms. Sarah Baldock, Organist and Master 
of the Choristers at Chichester Cathedral, 
England.  She is the second woman to 
hold a major cathedral post in the UK.  
Ms. Sarah MacDonald, Director
of Music in Chapel at Selwyn 
College, Cambridge, has directed
the course over the past two years.  Ms. 
MacDonald is the fi rst woman to hold 
such a post in an Oxbridge Chapel.  
Their work with the course offers young 
women an example and role model in 
musical terms and beyond.

The Choir School is delighted to 
welcome this new addition to its
mission and ministry. Further
information is available on the 
web site or by contacting Ruth Cobb 
(rcobb@choirschool.org).

The girls line up for lunch in the choir school

The girls enjoy recreational time in Central Park

Girls practicing for the 5th Anniversary of the Girl Chorister Course
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INTERVIEW WITH THE NEWLY APPOINTED 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

So Nathan, how did you feel travelling back to Saint 
Thomas after being away for 9 years?

The whole experience was very surreal. When I was 
making the move back to New York, I felt a mixture of 
anxiety and excitement; in a sense, I felt like I was returning 
home but to a home that was to also become my work 
environment. The anxiety quickly dissipated and I felt 
right a home in a matter of days. I have a strong affi nity 
with the school and I am certain that its values have 
molded me into the person I am today. 

Can you explain how you adjusted to being a teacher in 
the school you attended for four years?

Having myself lived the boarding experience at Saint 
Thomas not so many years ago, I feel a close kinship to 
the boys. When they approach me with various personal 
problems, I sometimes feel a strong sense of déjà-vu. The 
years lived at Middle school constitute a pivotal point in 

Having graduated from Saint Thomas in 1999, Nathan Holst, 
’99, returns to the school as a member of faculty. Nathan saved 
the day when, for unforeseen circumstances, his predecessor 
had to return to his homeland leaving us without any sports 
teacher. This was clearly a major issue as sport constitutes 
a large part of the boys’ daily routine. Nathan received the 
phone call from the headmaster on a Tuesday in his home 
town of Shannock, RI and moved into the school on Sunday! 
Little did he know at that point that his temporary two month 
appointment was to extend into an indefi nite contract!

the boys lives. The challenge is of course to fi nd the 
balance between being a supportive person to them 
(especially after class hours) but to maintain that 
authoritative voice. Sometimes I fi nd the blurring of
the boundaries quite tough but that’s the beauty of the job. You 
really get to know the boys in ways that day school teachers 
do not.

You have a hectic timetable living in the school. 
Do you have any time for extra-curricular activities?

You learn to value your spare time when living and 
working in a boarding school. Much as I adore the 
school, I feel it is important to venture out of the school 
doors whenever the opportunity presents itself. As you 
would probably expect a sports teacher to say, I get a 
lot out being in the great outdoors. I always look for 
new and innovative ways to work out. At the moment, 
my favorite past time is rock climbing. I belong to 
a gym in town with a rock climbing facility. I 
am constantly looking for opportunities to venture out 
and put my rock climbing techniques into practice. 
I get a thrill out of extreme sports. I am even looking 
for bungee jumping opportunities!

What are your highlights so far?

The biggest thrill that I have had was to get a contract. 
That was a dream come true. The highlight of my coaching/
teaching career was when the Upper School (7th and 
8th Grades) won their fi rst soccer game, which 
incidentally was the last game of the season. We were 
all overwhelmed with joy and it really helped increase 
the boys’ self-esteem. A handful of these boys have 
sheepishly asked me whether I think they have what 
it takes to make the high school soccer team. I think 
that they can now believe more in themselves and have the 
courage to put themselves forward in the sports trials.

The boys seem to adore you. How did you win their 
respect?

Sooner or later you master the skill of being stern but tender. If 
you don’t assert your authority early on the boys will walk all 
over you. Sometimes they think that you are joking when you are 
being stern but eventually they learn to love you for it!

Nathan Holst, ’99, returns as the PE teacher

Interview conducted by Anna Winser, Mountbatten Intern
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How is it fi tting in with teachers who were teaching you 
during your time here?

Mr. Scott Eyerly (Music Theory) and Ms. Susan Sullivan 
(Housemother) were both teaching during my time at Saint 
Thomas and remain at the school today. I have to admit that it 
was initially strange for me to approach them as, to an extent, I 
still see them as my teachers. Susan Sullivan will be the fi rst to 
attest to my messiness as a boy! I think that she enjoys seeing 
me instruct the boys to smarten themselves up! As for Scott 
Eyerly his animation in the classroom remains the same as ever. 
His passion for teaching music theory is unbeatable and I fi nd it 
remarkable how he is still able to use humor to animate the boys 
just as he did 10 years ago.

Are you enjoying being back in NYC? 

Absolutely! Although I spent 4 years in New York as a chorister, 
we lived a pretty sheltered life within the Choir School walls. 
When I’m out and about in the city, I love fi nding new routes 
back to the school and discovering new places to visit. I try to 
distance myself from the subway system as I feel that you lose 
so much taking the underground route. 

What are your future plans?

At the moment I couldn’t be happier. I have really landed on my 
feet getting this job and do not like to think too far ahead into 
the distant future. I have learned to embrace the present moment 
and I believe by doing this you enjoy life all the more. As for 
my short term plans, I am looking into working at summer 
camps that specialize in sports over the summer holiday. I’m 
very interested in applying for a post as a soccer coach in one of 
the many camps around the country. I am most taken with the 
idea of spending the summer in Texas or California. I am also 
looking into getting my Master’s Degree. I would like to study 
Child Psychology.

Do you know 
a boy who 
loves to sing?

BBC
Recording of 
Evensong
On Tuesday, November 11, 2008 we were delighted to wel-
come back Mr. Stephen Shipley from the BBC who crossed 
the Atlantic to record the Saint Thomas Choir during an 
Evensong performance. This recording will form part of a 
weekly broadcast of Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3. Cho-
ral Evensong was fi rst broadcast by the BBC in 1926 from 
Westminster Abbey, and has been broadcast weekly since 
then, making it one of the longest running radio programs. 
Each week, it is broadcast live, usually from a UK Cathedral 
or Collegiate foundation, though St. Thomas has been fea-
tured regularly in the programs over the last 10 years. The 
recording was heard on January 14, 2009, and featured music 
for the Epiphany season.

Saint Thomas Choir School
202 West 58th Street
New York, NY 10019
212-247-3311
www.choirshcool.org

 Contact us
Charles F. Wallace, Headmaster,
cwallace@choirschool.org

Ruth S. Cobb,
Director of Admission and
Alumni Relations, rcobb@choirschool.org
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The Choir School’s fi scal year closes on June 30 of each year which makes December 31 not only the close of a calendar year, but 
a half-way mark for our fund-raising campaigns.  We would like to take this opportunity to share with you some notable highlights 
thus far:

   Six months 2008-09   Twelve months 2007-08
Total donors   117     135
Alumni donors    40       63
Alumni Parents    18       24
Current Parents    18         2

The Choir School faculty is the fi rst group to reach 100% participation; 
this is only one way in which this outstanding group of people provides 
leadership for the school. 

The Class of 1973 has accepted the challenge to be the fi rst class to
reach 100%, but there are other classes giving them a run for their
money, particularly 1943 and 1952.  Among Alumni Parents, I have to
admit a little pride to see our older son’s class (2001) shining with 50% already participating.  

In monetary terms there are some exciting advances, particularly considering the dark clouds covering the economy.  Last year, we 
had fi ve gifts of $1000 or more from Alumni or Parents of Alumni.  At this point in time we gratefully have seven in hand, two of 
which are from donors who have not given in the past.  The Choir School has gratefully received just over $50,000 in donations to 
the Camp Fund at the halfway mark of the campaign.  Approximately half of that amount was from a single donor who hoped to 
inspire alumni giving.

As you can see, our numbers refl ect more than half of last year’s total, although there’s much work to be done if we 
are going to surpass last year’s participation.  We are the ones who know best this opportunity of a lifetime and should gladly step 
forward with our support.  I will close with reiterating our fi rst and only goal:  Increase the numbers of alumni/parents of alumni/
current parents who give.  I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Ruth Cobb,
Director of Admission & Alumni Relations

Donations

CHOIR CONCERTS
If the choir is singing near your home, we hope to see you there!

February 27, 2009, 7:00 pm ~ St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Tuxedo Park, NY 
March 20, 2009, 7:30 pm ~ St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, Cincinnati, OH 

March 21, 2009, 7:30 pm ~ Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, PA 
April 26, 2009, 4:00 pm ~ Washington National Cathedral, Washington, DC

The Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys sing a joint concert with the
Canterbury Cathedral Choir (England) and the National Cathedral Choir
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News from the School
Invitation for choir appearance in Germany, 2012
The Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys has been invited to be part of the International Bach Musical Festival which will also 
celebrate the 900th anniversary of the St. Thomas Choir School, Leipzig, Germany.  The proposed dates are immediately following 
the end of the school year, June 2012.  Watch out for updates on this exciting invitation.

Where are the class photos? 
Recent alumni visitors to the Choir School have noticed 
something missing from the Recreation Room walls – the class 
photos.  Never fear, they will return!  The room was painted 
just prior to the start of school prompting removal of all the 
photos.  When Jon and Cynthia Paris (William, ’11) offered to 
ship the photos and have them scanned on their fi rm’s equipment 
(“industrial strength” resolution), we accepted with glee.  This 
will provide a permanent record of each class, which can be 
stored “off site.”  We will also be able to offer a good quality 
photo of the class at a reasonable cost to alumni, something 
which is frequently requested. We appreciate this thoughtful 
and generous gift to the Choir School alumni.

Our thanks to current parents who spent several hours taking the frames apart and carefully cataloguing the photos to prepare for 
shipping.  We look forward to a re-assembling party when the photos return.  

Nominating Committee
Alumni By Laws require that a Nominating Committee submit a slate of names for available positions on the Alumni Board of Di-
rectors.  We appreciate the work of Chuck Soltis, ’52; Greg Lozier, ’58; Scott Osborne, ’73; Nathan Holst, ’99; Tom Rosenthal, 
parent (Gerry, ’94; Mitch, ’00; and Hank, ’05); Ruth Cobb, Director of Alumni Relations and Headmaster Charles Wallace.  The 
Committee hopes to fi nd alumni who are willing to work on committees, serve as Class Agents, and assist with alumni activities.  If 
you would like to work with your alumni association, you will fi nd their contact information through the alumni section of web site.  
Any of the committee members will be happy to hear from you, or alternatively contact Ruth Cobb, rcobb@choirschool.org.  

Girl Chorister Course prepares for Fifth Anniversary
July 2005 brought a “fi rst” to Saint Thomas – girls came to the Choir School and 
spent several days practicing, learning and playing sports together.  Their residence 
in the school concluded on Sunday morning when they joined the men of the choir 
to lead the principal service.  Since then, the nine-day course has gained national 
attention and in 2008 attracted 38 girls from 21 choirs in 13 states.  The girls now 
prepare two treble evensongs (Tuesday and Thursday)
We are pleased to have Choir School alumni who send choristers to the course and 
expect to have some siblings join us in the future.  The course has received fi nancial 
support from Janice Parkinson Tucker in the form of a scholarship fund and from 
Forest Warren, who has underwritten the commission of an introit to be sung 
this summer.  The Choir School is pleased to encourage young women in pursuing 
excellence in choral music and to support the programs in churches that continue to

             maintain music programs which feature traditional sacred music.

50th Anniversary CD available in limited edition
Thanks to The Rev. Chad Minifi e, we have received a recording of the services celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Choir 
School, Sunday, March 2, 1969.  The recording includes both the 11:00am Eucharist and Evensong at 4:30pm.  A copy of the CD 
will be available through the On-Line Store, or by contacting Anna Winser, awinser@choirschool.org.  A copy of the bulletin will 
be sent along with the CD; the cost is $20, postage included.

The girls get hard to work with their 
director Sarah MacDonald
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